



PROCEDURE FOR THE SWEARING-IN OF 
LADY SIMLER 

14 NOVEMBER 2023; 9.30am


1. The Court will be set up for 12 Justices sitting.  Bench bookshelves removed.  Seats pulled out.  No water on bench, except for the President.  Water on counsel’s bench for Lady Simler.  President’s seat to be named and placed in centre of bench.	

2. 09.20am. Justices (robed) assemble in order of seniority in the corridor at the Justices’ entrance to Court One with an Usher.  The Registrar (with the Oaths book and pen and Letters Patent)[footnoteRef:1] should be ready in Ct 1 standing by the JA’s desk in easy reach of the President to hand the Oath’s book and Letters Patent. The CEO should be standing by the shelves to the left of counsel’s bench. One Usher to be in court ready for the start signal from supervising PAs. [1:  If Celia is passing the Oaths Book and Letters Patent to Lady Simler she will be seated by the JA desk.] 


3. Supervising PAs ensure guests are seated and close the public doors to Court One. They then give the thumbs up to the Usher to call the court to order.

4. The Ushers open the rear doors in Court One and invite those present to stand.  The Registrar leads the Justices into the courtroom in single file.  The Justices take their seats on the bench as shown in the diagram below.  

Back of Court


[Lady	Lady  	Lord	Lord  	Lord	Deputy	President	Lord 	Lord 	Lady	Lord 	Lord
Simler]	Rose	Burrows	Hamblen	Briggs	President		L-Jones	Sales	Leggatt	Stephens	Richards


					Public Area

	The Ushers remain at the back of Court One. 

5. Lady Simler will be in the courtroom sitting at the Advocates’ bench and not wearing the ceremonial robe.

6. The Registrar will stand (seated if Celia) behind the President with the Oaths book and the Letters Patent.

7. All Justices bow and take their seats. The President delivers a short welcoming speech.

The President speaks about Lady Simler

The President stands and invites Lady Simler to take the Oaths:

  “I INVITE YOU NOW TO TAKE THE OATHS”  

8. Lady Simler moves round to the front of the bench and faces the President, who has remained standing.  She and the President bow to each other.

9. The Chief Executive hands Lady Simler a copy of her Oath (No religious text – Lady Simler will affirm).  Lady Simler takes the Oaths and hands back to the CEO the Oaths sheet and any scriptures (if relevant).     

10. The President and Lady Simler remain standing.  The President will say:  

“I NOW INVITE YOU TO SIGN THE OATHS BOOK”  

The Registrar will step forward with the Oaths book and place it on the bench between the President and Deputy President for Lady Simler to sign.  

Lady Simler will sign the Oaths book, which will then be removed by the Registrar.  

The Chief Executive will then assist her into her robe.

The President will then say:

“I HAVE GREAT PLEASURE IN PRESENTING YOU WITH YOUR LETTERS PATENT”

The Registrar will step forward with the Letters Patent and give them to President, who will hand them to Lady Simler.  Lady Simler will then hand them to the Chief Executive.  

The President will then say:

“I NOW INVITE YOU TO TAKE YOUR SEAT ON THE BENCH OF THE SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED KINGDOM WITH THE TITLE OF LADY SIMLER”.

Lady Simler will then move to her right to face Lord Richards and walk along the front of the bench, shaking hands with each Justice in turn.  As Lady Simler approaches them, each Justice will stand and remain standing after she has shaken their hand.

Having shaken Lady Rose’s hand, Lady Simler will walk round the end of the bench to her seat, bow to the Justices left and then to all in the court.  All then sit down.  

11. The President will make a short closing speech and then say:

“THE COURT WILL NOW ADJOURN”  

12. All Justices stand and those Justices at the end of the bench (Lord Richards and Lady Simler) lead off to the front entrance of the courtroom, to the lobby.  Each lead a line of Justices down the two aisles, as follows:  


		  Public Door
Lord Richards			Lady Simler
Lord Stephens			Lady Rose
Lord Leggatt			Lord Burrows
Lord Sales			Lord Hamblen
Lord Lloyd-Jones		Lord Briggs
Lord Reed			Lord Hodge		
Bench
		Justices’ Door

13. The Supervising PAs will open the doors at the front of Court One to allow the Justices to proceed into the waiting area.  A group photograph will then be taken, with those in court remaining there until the photograph has been taken.

Daniel Waller
03/11/2023


080602
